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B.H., 24 Shevat, 5726
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greetings and blessings,

It was a pleasure for me to gain your acquaintance and to speak with you about several of
the most important issues in the realm of Israeli youth in particular. In accordance with the
saying of my esteemed father-in-law, the Rebbe, that when two Jews meet, in addition to
the benefit for the two of them, the meeting must benefit others, | hope that our meeting
too will benefit those who are influenced by you and your surrounding environment.

This is especially so with regard to youth, for "man is a tree of the field" Even a slight
change in a young tree — and certainly in the seed — can affect the entire course of the
tree's life, for good or, G-d forbid, otherwise. This is particularly true in our age, when
destructive winds blow not only in the street, but have also penetrated educational institutions
and even yeshivos. Thus, the responsibility (and, consequently, the privilege) of all those who
are in a position to exert influence and whose voice is heard among the youth is many times
greater.

Educators and people of influence should view themselves as emissaries of Hashem, in a
particular place and at a particular time, charged with illuminating, purifying, blessing, and
sanctifying their surroundings with the candle of a mitzvah, the light of the Torah, and the
luminary within Torah.

This luminary has power to return even those who have strayed to the furthest extreme back
to the proper path. As our Sages teach, (at the beginning of Eichah Rabbah, Pesicha 2) "And
nothing stands in the way of the will."

Respectfully and with blessings for success in fulfiling this sacred mission, with a broad mind.
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