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B.H., 5 Menachem Av, 5716
Brooklyn
Greetings and blessings,

.. You also write that when you say the girls' education must be based on [text-
based] Torah learning, and not just tradition, you are told that this is forbidden.
Life in recent generations has clearly demonstrated that this view is untenable and
mistaken. Anyone who considers the matter can see the damage and devastation
that this opposition has caused, particularly in recent times.

And even someone who insists on reading the Shulchan Aruch, without broader
interpretation, but simply according to the plain meaning of the text, knows the
ruling that: "Women are obligated to study and possess knowledge of the laws
that are relevant to them, such as the laws of niddah, immersion in a mikveh,
salting meat, the prohibition of yichud, and similar matters; all positive
commandments that are not time-bound, and all the negative commandments of
Torah and rabbinic origin, as they apply to them. In their days, a wise person
would teach the commonly and regularly encountered and necessary laws that
everyone needed to know, in easy-to-understand language...."

(Hilchos Talmud Torah of the Alter Rebbe, end of chapter 1I; see the sources cited
there))
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