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B"H, 1 Elul, 5723
Brooklyn
Greetings and blessings,

| can confirm receipt of your letter from Erev Shabbos Parshas Re'eh. | find the beginning
to contradict the end. You begin your letter by describing the classes and the lessons that
you teach them, but you conclude that you are declining spiritually.

The great value of teaching Torah to another person's child, and especially one who
teaches Torah to the child of an am ha'aretz, is well known from the teachings of our
Sages. It is therefore impossible that through doing so your own spiritual status should
decline.

Surely, this too is a scheme of the yetzer hara to weaken you in the aforementioned
work, and perhaps even to bring you to a feeling of despair: that since the situation is not
what it should be, what can you do and how is it possible to accomplish anything?
Perhaps it is not worth the effort to improve the situation further. (This itself is contrary
to the teaching of our Sages: "If one says, '| have worked but have not succeeded,’ do not

believe him.")

| have already told you several times that in our time it is imperative for every individual
to involve himself in some area of communal need. For those who are suited to it,
matters of proper Jewish education take precedence over everything else. Together with
this — and particularly for you — it is essential to maintain consistent study of the works
of Chabad Chassidus, and to also endeavor to serve Hashem specifically with joy. ..

Igros Kodesh, Vol. 7, p. 359-360
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